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Our journey towards becoming net 
zero by 2040 

Elsevier’s climate 
action program 



Lesson 1. Set your north star: the SDGs are a good framework  

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sdg-publishers-compact/

https://sdg.internationalpublishers.org/

https://sdg.internationalpublishers.org/


Our sector has a unique contribution to make: “good binds a society, great culture shapes it”   

• Unique contribution: Initial research in academic publishing suggests a focus on climate but also health, 
education, innovation and partnerships.

• Innovation is critical: Investors care about "responsible business", but customers care about our products 
• Wholistic approach: Social and human elements sit alongside other “traditional” sustainability elements  

12%

37% 37%
25%

12% 12% 12%

37%
25% 25%

50%

25%
37%

*Competitors evaluated are Wiley, Taylor & Francis, Springer Nature, Clarivate, Wolters Kluwer, MDPI and American Chemical Society. We also included Elsevier in these percentages.



Lesson 2: Start with the “E”: address your direct emissions 
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We have made real progress: Elsevier has had a 70% reduction in direct emissions + flights since 
2017 (tCO2e)



Lesson 3: Focus on the data: and get started!
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Lesson 4: Forget perfect: carbon methodologies are not (yet) an exact science 





Lesson 5: carbon is not the enemy: we must think about being “net positive”  



Thank you 

r.martin@elsevier.com

@rachelcmartin

linkedin.com/in/rachelrcmartin
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